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Stadiul actual al inițiativelor și proiectelor de regenerare arhitecturală post-minerit

Maximising former coal mining assets - current status



But can we achieve sustainability without 
being settled? Without treating our setting, the 
surrounding bioregion and its climate, customs 
and agricultural produce [..] as home? Without 
being rooted in place and responsible for the 
stewardship of that place?

These are pressing questions to ponder when 
rethinking architecture and the city, our 
lifestyles and cultures. 

Buchanan, 2012b

motivation



vision: a resilient 100k inhabitants 
polycentric FUA, exploiting its 
natural resources sustainably and 
being one of the most important 
touristic destinations in Romania

realistic objectives: reinvent and 
adapt to sustainable local resources 
- smaller communities but 
performing much better than before 
under a common identity.

JV scenario

INS Tempo online, 1997-2018 data
black: registered in one of Jiu Valley’s cities

red: actually living in the Jiu Valley



JV scenario



Planeta Petrila
vision: Mina Petrila - the 
administrative, economic and 
socio-cultural center of Petrila

objectives: conversion of the former 
coal mine, a mining museum, the 
headquarters of the local town hall, 
R&D, industry 4.0, (re)connection to 
the city, new public spaces, 
restoration of the river shores
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the most important 
stakeholders are the public 
owned/subordinated 
organizations.

● consultation of private 
companies, NGOs and local 
initiative groups is optional.
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● mine closure companies 
bring the assets to their 

lowest value;
● the local public 

administration takes the 
plot and waits for 

investments.
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mine closure companies take a 
more complex role:
● evolution from coal activity 

closure management to 
urban regeneration process 
management;

● economic regeneration 
agents, supporting links to 
international partners.
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case studies
● recreation areas
Petrila, Câmpu lui Neag, Valea de Brazi
● woodworking platforms
Dâlja, Petrila Sud, Lonea Pilier
● empty plots
Livezeni, Petrila (partially), Lupeni, 
Iscroni, Uricani, Paroseni
● ongoing process of repurposing
Petrila (2012 - 2020 - ?)



case studies
● failed repurposing - mining museum
Aninoasa
● closing mine with intentions to open 

a museum after closure
Lupeni
● closing mine with plans to be 

demolished during closure
Lonea
● active mines with no closure plans
Livezeni, Vulcan



example of
good cooperation
Partnership for Planeta Petrila 
cultural events and tourist visits in 
2018-20, through the adaptive 
reuse of former industrial interior 
and exterior spaces at Mina Petrila, 
ensemble listed as a heritage 
ensemble of National importance - 
repurposing the first building as a 
visitors center.



attitude - VJI
● open letter to the public authorities 

- 21.05.2020
1 answer (Petrosani): “the mining 
assets are not in our property, 
therefore we can't intervene”

● open letter to the mining company: 
“stop the demolition of the Lonea coal 
mine assets” - 13.10.2020

● protocol between all stakeholders 
in Jiu Valley to implement the 
Memorandum objectives - 09.2020



thank you!
Mihai Danciu, Planeta Petrila
office.planetapetrila@gmail.com


