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1 Introduction 

This report summarises the findings, lessons learnt and outcomes of the 9 capacity building 
events that were organised in eight of the Target Regions by partners of the Horizon 2020 
project TRACER on Smart strategies for the transition in coal intensive regions. Each of 
these regions is looking for strategies for a clean and fair transition out of coal. 

The main aims of the events were to raise awareness and increase the capacity of local and 
regional actors to find funding for sustainable and innovative projects, with the objective to 
transition out of coal mining and coal-powered energy into future-oriented sectors that bring 
durable socio-economic development. The events have gathered experts in funding from 
public authorities and financing bodies at regional, national, European and international level, 
who have presented the latest opportunities for funding projects with a special focus on 
transitioning out of coal.  

The Capacity Building events that were organised in the Target Regions of the TRACER 
project have brought together a wealth of information and differences in approaches on how 
to secure public funding from different sources and on attracting private investment. This 
report contains links to presentations and recordings for most of these events. 

It is worth mentioning that while TRACER regions face similar challenges such as readapting 
their infrastructure and reskilling workers, at the same time their tools available vary 
significantly. To begin with all 9 countries have their own local, regional and national 
programmes, with varying levels of resources and focus to support the coal transition. In 
addition, 6 out of the 9 regions are in the EU, where they can benefit from funding 
opportunities such as EU Regional Policy funds and the Recovery and Resilience Facility. 
Still, other options are open in terms of funding for the TRACER target regions in the 3 
countries outside of the EU. Lastly, some regions have already stopped coal exploitation and 
are trying to replace lost economic activity, while others are still active coal basins supplying 
large amounts of energy. 

Transitioning out of coal is a long process that requires a common effort by many actors from 
the region and far beyond. The social fabric of vast areas in Europe its supply of energy 
depends on the success of this transition. 

https://tracer-h2020.eu/about-tracer/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/
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2 Common aims, format and limitations 

Table 1 below gives an overview of the 9 Capacity Building events that took place in the 8 
TRACER regions. All events were organised by TRACER partners responsible for their 
specific target region in the project. Partners were well placed to do this as they have good 
knowledge of the challenges and new projects being developed in their regions, as well as 
good contacts with local and regional stakeholders. Project partner EUREC has supported 
the organisers by either presenting EU and international sources of funding or finding 
speakers working with these funds like the European Commission and the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development. 

Chapter 3 is composed of descriptions for each of the capacity building events mentioned in 
Table 1. The information was gathered from each of the event’s organisers, it usually 
includes the highlights of the event and key recommendations, as well as links to most of the 
material presented and several recordings. The information on Chapter 3 about each of the 
events can be combined with “Annex I – Event agendas” and “Annex II - Photos and 
screenshots from events”. Chapter 4 gives conclusions on the events that took place. 

The main aim of the events was to inform and build the capacity of stakeholders to find 
funding to access financial support to develop economic activity and develop projects in coal 
regions in transition. The target audience of these events were local and regional actors 
active in the economic, social and cultural sphere of the target regions who may benefit from 
a variety of funding opportunities for sustainable innovative projects. Participants and 
presenters to the events included chambers of commerce, companies, local and regional 
levels of governments, public agencies providing funding, civil society, non-profit 
organisations and other actors. TRACER partners from other countries have also 
participated and contributed to the agenda, in some cases sharing lessons learnt from other 
countries, also contributing with expertise on available EU and international financing tools. 

The discussions often focused on public strategies and financing tools to reinvest into local 
industry and infrastructure. Topics of high interest included training and reskilling for workers, 
carrying out land-recovery activities, developing renewable energy projects, attracting new 
industry, developing tourism among other transition strategies. Each region tried to capitalise 
on its existing strengths and untapped potential or resources. 

The events were organised between 2020 and 2021, a period marked by severe travel and 
meeting restrictions due to the Covid-19 sanitary crisis. This made organising in-person 
events unfeasible in many cases and in others only possible under strict limitations. As a 
result of this, 2 events were organised in-person, 3 were hybrid and 4 were mainly digital. 
Although it was not possible in most cases for stakeholders to meet in-person with decision-
makers, the digital-hybrid format allowed for more participants to join from the target regions 
and for international speakers to dial-in.  

Despite the restrictions, the organisation of these 9 events was successful. The programmes 
mobilised dozens of speakers and moderators to discuss how to finance a fair transition in 
coal regions. Several hundreds of participants have joined these events, exchanged contacts 
and contributed to the debate. The ongoing conflict in the Ukrainian-Russian border has 
impeded the organisation of a capacity building event in the ninth TRACER region, the 
important coal region of Donetsk in the Ukraine. The TRACER partners hope first and 
foremost for peace and then for a fair, clean and forward-looking reconstruction. 
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Table 1: Overview of 9 Capacity Building events that took place in 8 TRACER regions 

 

 

 

 

Region Title of event Date Organiser Format Links 

Northwest 
Bohemia, 
Czechia 

Grant opportunities for 
towns and 
municipalities 

11.02.20 CULS In-person Presentation 
link 

Northwest 
Bohemia, 
Czechia 

Research and 
Education Platform of 
the Economic and 
Social Council of the 
Ústí Region 

21.10.20 CULS Digital Event link 

Southeast 
Region, Bulgaria 

Opportunities to 
finance projects 
supporting the 
transition of the Stara 
Zagora region to a 
low-carbon economy 

29.09.20 BSERC In-person Event link 

Upper Silesia, 
Poland 

Capacity Building 
Event on European 
Funds and 
Programmes 

06.10.20 UAK Hybrid Event link 

Jiu Valley, West 
region, Romania 

Just Transition – 
Ideas, projects and 
finance for life after 
coal in Jiu Valley 

22.10.20 ISPE Hybrid Event link 

Lusatian Lignite 
District, 
Germany 

Funding opportunities 
for Lusatia 

07.06.21 FIB Hybrid Event link 

Kolubara 
Region, Serbia 

Transitioning out of 
coal in the Serbian 
region of Kolubara – 
Capacity Building 
event on funds and 
programmes 

07.07.21 ENTEL Hybrid Event link 

Western 
Macedonia, 
Greece 

Clean energy 
transition of the 
Region of Western 
Macedonia: Funding 
Opportunities 

02.12.21 CRES Digital Event link 

Wales, United 
Kingdom 

Energy transition in 
Wales: Commitments, 
partnerships and 
priorities 

01.12.21 STRATH Digital Event link 

https://rskuk.cz/files/RSK-Dokumenty/RSK-III/11_2-Tracer.pdf
https://rskuk.cz/files/RSK-Dokumenty/RSK-III/11_2-Tracer.pdf
http://www.hsr-uk.cz/vyzkumne-vzdelavaci-platforma-se-zamerila-na-potencial-pristiho-programovaciho-obdobi/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/bg/event/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%83%d1%87%d0%b5%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%b5-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%82%d0%b5%d0%bc%d0%b0/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/event/capacity-building-events-on-european-funds-and-programmes/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/event/just-transition-ideas-projects-and-finance-for-life-after-coal-in-jiu-valley/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/2021/05/21/funding-opportunities-in-lusatia-a-capacity-building-event-as-part-of-the-tracer-project-online-event/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/2021/07/02/capacity-building-event-in-serbian-region-of-kolubara/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/2021/12/21/tracer-online-capacity-building-event-clean-energy-transition-of-the-region-of-western-macedonia-funding-opportunities/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/2021/12/10/online-tracer-event-energy-transition-in-wales-commitments-partnerships-and-priorities/
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3 Reporting on findings for each of the events  

This chapter presents the findings and available material for each capacity building event 
individually. The organisers have provided information on the events, including slides, links 
and summaries that were adapted to fit in this report. The sub-sections give a brief overview 
of the key elements and conclusions for each capacity building event. More material from the 
events can be found under Annexes I and II.  

3.1. Southeast Region, Bulgaria 

This event took place in the morning of the 29th of September 2020. It was one of the few 
events that could be organised in-person at the regional library in Stara Zagora city, Bulgaria. 
The event was structured to be a training course for regional actors on funding with the 
following title: “Opportunities for financing of projects supporting the decarbonization of Stara 
Zagora region”. The event was not recorded and was in-person, with two speakers 
participating online from the EIB and the FLAG Fund. 

The objective of the event was to present and discuss all key opportunities for financing 
projects contributing to the transition of the region away from coal. The main instruments 
discussed were the Just Transition Fund and upcoming Regional Policy’s Operational 
Programmes for the programming period of 2021-2027. Other topics of interest included 
funding opportunities linked to the European Investment Bank and the FLAG fund.  

The target audience for the training course were public authorities, the energy industry, 
businesses, entrepreneurs, development agencies, and civil society organizations. There 
were 7 speakers, with 5 sets of slides. The event’s agenda and the two online presentations 
can be accessed here.  It was organized by BSERC. 

The information on funding opportunities was well received by private and public 
stakeholders from Stara Zagora. It was highlighted that the EIB is an important lender in 
Bulgaria, where it’s financing represented 4.5% of Bulgaria’s GDP in 2019. Over the coming 
years the bank would focus in rolling out InvestEU and making all its lending Paris 
compatible. 

A key message was that the Just Transition Fund would be a central piece in the region’s 
transition out of coal. The fund’s focus will depend on the Territorial Just Transition Plan of 
Stara Zagora, that was under development at the time of the event. It was emphasized that 
regional stakeholders should get involved in the plan’s development. 

3.2. Upper Silesia, Poland 

On October 6, 2020, a capacity building event was organized focusing primarily on European 
funds and programs. Due to the sanitary situation, the event was organized in hybrid format, 
with attendees both at the venue in Katowice and online. Experts in European and national 
funds were invited to speak at the event about the energy transition and the region’s 
socioeconomic development. Among the invited speakers there were civil servants and 
politicians from several levels of government.  

The event was in Polish and was broadcasted live. The recording can be viewed here: part I; 
part II. Four of the six presentations and photos of the events can be views on the event’s 
website. 

The event was organized and chaired by TRACER partner UAK. There were six speakers 
split into two sessions (as seen in recordings). In the first part, experts have presented 
opportunities to obtain funds from EU and national sources, including recent or upcoming 
calls, as well as recommendations for applicants. In the second part, the administration from 
municipalities and cities shared the experiences and challenges that they had encountered 
while applying for funding; they have also shown some examples of the investments made 
with the funds obtained. No speaker from the Ministry of the Environment Ministry was able 
to join as had initially been planned because the Minister had resigned on the eve of the 
conference. 

https://www.flag-bg.com/en/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/bg/event/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%83%d1%87%d0%b5%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%b5-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%82%d0%b5%d0%bc%d0%b0/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLLGY-PuH1w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxB6ItNX9Vk&t=47s
https://tracer-h2020.eu/event/capacity-building-events-on-european-funds-and-programmes/
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The event was well attended, particularly by local and regional stakeholders from Upper 
Silesia. Most participants knew about available funds and used the opportunity during the 
coffee break and lunches to talk with the experts. 

3.3. Jiu Valley, West region, Romania 

On October 22 of 2020, a hybrid capacity building event was organised with the following 
title: “Just Transition – Ideas, projects and finance for life after coal in Jiu Valley”. The event 
was organised in Petrosani, a city located within the Jiu Valley coal basin that gathers 3 cities 
and 3 municipalities in the Western Region of Romania. The programme was rich in 
information on funding sources and assistance for coal regions in transition, offering the 
opportunity to make contacts and form project consortia. The languages spoken were 
Romanian and English. The event was co-organised by TRACER partner ISPE, together with 
the University of Petrosani and the Social Institute of the Jiu Valley (ISVJ).  

This full-day event had 23 panellists and chairpersons split into four sessions. A brochure 
with the event’s agenda can be accessed here. The panellists brought together key decision-
makers from the local, regional and national administration, from EU institutions, as well as 
businesses and civil society active in the region. The first session covered ongoing projects 
and initiatives in the Jiu Valley with a variety of speakers from consortia and civil society. The 
second session dealt with the policy framework in the field of energy and the environment, 
with panellists from the national administration. The third session focused on current and 
future international/EU financing opportunities, with speakers from the European 
Commission, the EBRD and other bodies. The fourth and last session featured advice from 
municipalities on how to attract investment.  

Audio recordings for the conference sessions can be found here:  Part I, Part II and Part III. 
Several of the speaker presentations can be found on the event’s website here.  

The number of in-person attendees was capped at 25 due to sanitary restrictions. In addition, 
there were over 260 viewers who watched the event online on Youtube, Facebook and via 
Zoom. The event was promoted by University of Petrosani (UPET), the Hunedoara Chamber 
of Trade and Industry and other local actors. This evidenced the significant interest among 
regional stakeholders on this event. Moreover, a year later in 2021 the TRACER consortium 
has met for a study visit in Petrosani and met several of the organisers and local 
stakeholders that were at the event in 2020.   

3.4.  Lusatian Lignite District, Germany 

On 7 June 2021 a capacity building event in digital format was organised for the Lusatian 
Lignite District in Germany, near the Polish and Czech border. Its title was “Capacity Building 
Event - Funding options for Lusatia - especially within the Federal State of Brandenburg”. 
This half-day gathering was organised by TRACER partner FIB, the Research Institute for 
Post-Mining Landscapes. 

The aim of the event was to give an overview of available funding opportunities to support 
structural change towards a green economy and to help stakeholders to make contacts with 
the people in charge in funding agencies. The organiser sought to bring in contact local and 
regional stakeholders with public authorities and other providers of funding. The main target 
groups to speak and attend were: 

• municipalities and districts across Lusatia, in particular their contact points for 
business development agencies, 

• regional companies, trade associations and other interest groups, 

• contact persons from the ministries of the Federal States of Brandenburg and Saxony 
on the topic of regional structural development and transition of coal intensive regions 

• members of the federal state parliaments representing Lusatia, 

• various contact persons/representatives of the federal states at EU level. 

https://tracer-h2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Jiu-Valley_Just-Transition_Ideas-projects-finance-life-after-coal_event-brochure_22.10.20-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcEVDDIh0cQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22Ky7QUPjmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fArcA8wxpI
https://tracer-h2020.eu/2020/11/01/tracer-capacity-building-event-in-jiu-valley-follow-ups/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/2022/03/21/study-visits-of-tracer-consortium-in-the-jiu-valley-region-in-romania/
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The programme had 8 speakers from public agencies, foundations, regional authorities and 
companies. The agenda and all presentations are here. The event had 36 online participants, 
in addition to the FIB team present at the office in Finsterwalde.  

From the contributions, it was evident that there are various funding opportunities in the 
federal states of Brandenburg and Saxony. For Brandenburg funding opportunities are 
presented here: https://foerdernavigator-brandenburg.de . The distribution of funds from the 
Structural Strengthening Act in Brandenburg is carried out by Wirtschaftsregion Lausitz 
GmbH (WRL). Innovative project ideas can be submitted here in short two-page profiles at 
any time. The evaluation and selection of qualified projects takes place in a swift, multi-stage 
and transparent process. Commercial enterprises are only eligible to apply indirectly for 
funding under the Structural Strengthening Act. 

Barriers to the region’s development were identified. Lusatia has a shortage of skilled 
workers and trainees, there is also a need for innovative ideas and business models. This is 
related to the region’s negative demographic trend, as well as to the perception of the area 
as not being open. The rather low Immigration to date has not been able to compensate for 
the shortage in terms of labour force. Moreover, the proportion of returnees, native people 
who left the region after the political changes in the 1990´s, has been marginal. Significant 
efforts will be needed to establish Lusatia as a region that attracts talent in green industry, 
innovative products and future-oriented technologies. 

Speakers and participants have also pinpointed opportunities for the region. Lusatia borders 
with regions in the Czechia and Poland that are facing similar challenges in their transition 
out of coal. More could be done to partner up and work at the regional and EU level. Lusatia 
has strong energy infrastructure and expertise, with a good number of engineers and 
technicians that could be reskilled in new green sectors.   

3.5. Kolubara Region, Serbia 

A capacity building event was held on the 7th of July 2021 with the title: "Transitioning out of 
coal in the Serbian region of Kolubara - Capacity Building event on funds and programmes". 
This event was organised by TRACER partner Energoprojekt ENTEL based in Serbia. Due 
to sanitary restrictions, this was a hybrid event with some attending in person at the head 
office of ENTEL and most participants joining online. The languages used were mostly 
Serbian, except for English during the presentations and questions to the two international 
speakers.  

The half-day event was dedicated to discussing how to finance the energy transition, both 
in the energy field and more generally for the development of the Kolubara region’s 
economy in central Serbia. The agenda (see here) had three speakers in the conference 
room, one from Brussels and another from Sofia. There were 35 online participants and 10 
more participants and speakers in the conference room, totalling 45 attendees.  

For context, indigenous coal-lignite generates three-quarters of the country’s electricity. 
Moreover, the Kolubara coal region is the largest source of coal-lignite, amounting to 75% of 
national coal production (see region’s description here). 

The event sought to provide information on funding opportunities to local and regional actors, 
including politicians, decision-makers, administrative personnel, SMEs, and the industry. The 
key themes presented by the speakers included an overview on EU funds available for 
Serbia, particularly for accession to the block, as well as national and regional financing 
opportunities for Energy projects. For context, Serbia is a candidate country for EU 
membership and therefore the country’s energy transition is linked to chapters of its EU 
Accession process and related agreements. In addition, the country also benefits from some 
EU programmes that can have an impact on the Kolubara region, including Horizon 2020, 
certain loans and financial instruments from the European Investment Bank and the Interreg 
Danube Transnational Programme.  

https://tracer-h2020.eu/event/sixth-stakeholders-meeting-in-stara-zagora-2/
https://foerdernavigator-brandenburg.de/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/2021/07/02/capacity-building-event-in-serbian-region-of-kolubara/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/kolubara-district-serbia/
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It was mentioned that Serbian authorities have already aligned to a significant degree 
national legislation with EU legislation in the areas of energy, environment, and competition. 
So far, Serbia’s energy transition has been driven in good part by EU energy legislation and 
strategies for 2030. Recently, national legislation was adopted by the Serbian Parliament in 
line with said EU energy priorities. As way of example, at the time of the event Serbia was 
developing its integrated national energy and climate plan (NECP) for the 2021-2030 period, 
in the same way that EU member states were also preparing theirs. It is expected that this 
new plan will take into consideration the need for a fair transition in the Kolubara Region as 
well as the national security of supply, in view that more than a half of the country’s electricity 
supply comes from coal mined and burnt in this region. 

The European Commission acknowledged good progress in several negotiation chapters in 
the accession process including climate and transport, although the energy chapter was only 
recently opening in 2021. It was stated that this included suspending the construction of new 
coal power plants. In terms of financing, the EU Instrument for pre-accession has a pot of 
14.2 billion €, split among candidates in the EU Balkans and Turkey, out of which 9 billion € 
are for productive investments for infrastructure, energy, transport and industry. In addition, a 
new guarantee facility was expected to mobilise 20 billion € of private investment. The 
speaker also mentioned other programmes that can help to transition out of coal, in 
particular: the Green for Growth Fund; the Coal Regions in Transition Initiative for the 
Western Balkans and the Ukraine; Horizon Europe. It was suggested that Serbia fixes a coal 
phase out date to give economic and legal certainty to green industries, as well as to help 
diversify Kolubara’s economy. It was said that it is unlikely that one single sector could 
replace coal on its own.  

An energy expert from BSERC talked about the experiences that Bulgaria had over the past 
years in transitioning out of coal, with a focus on its South-Eastern coal basin. It was 
explained that coal had been declining steadily over the past decade, in part due to the 
increasing carbon price and also due to the unprofitability of the coal sector. With the 
increase in demand from electrification, the country intended to offset this by deploying PV, 
other renewables and some gas infrastructure. He advised to keep stakeholders engaged 
throughout the whole process, but not to try to get a consensus as some actors will only keep 
repeating that coal should be exploited indefinitely. Also, developing several pathways for the 
energy system based on scientific evidence is essential to enable public authorities to make 
informed decisions. 

National energy experts said that Serbia’s electricity consumption was in constant growth. In 
view of this, access to funds for new installed capacity were essential. Moreover, in addition 
to renewables, it was expected that nuclear power would be deployed. It was said that 
foreign consultants were involved in creating strategies for a new energy system, where it 
was considered that national and regional experts should be approached as well since they 
better understand the national context. Serbia imported all renewable energy equipment and 
technology, where it was expected that at least part of this technology should be produced 
and developed nationally. It was said that the large challenges faced in this transition should 
be taken in a stepwise approach, ensuring an orderly and fair energy transition towards an 
efficient carbon-free energy sector. In the process it was essential to maintain the country’s 
security of supply and the region’s social structure. Experts thought it realistic and desirable 
to gradually replace coal with natural gas and renewable energy sources. 

Experts agreed that a fair transition in the Kolubara region was necessary, and at the same 
time new cleaner energy sources had to be developed to meet the country’s increasing 
demand for energy. To achieve this, it was necessary to step up the financing of clean 
energy projects with the help of the EU and other international partners. At the same time, 
national authorities were expected to continue working on a national framework for a clean 
transition. 
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3.6.  Western Macedonia, Greece 

A capacity building event for the Region of Western Macedonia in Greece took place on 
Thursday the 2nd of December 2021. The online event had the following title: “Clean energy 
transition of the Region of Western Macedonia: Funding Opportunities”.  

The main aim of this event was to present available funding tools at national and European 
level necessary for the support of a just transition out of coal for Western Macedonia. The 
event targeted local and regional stakeholders from the public sector, as well as companies, 
SMEs, Accademia and civil society. There were 105 registrations to this online event and 72 
people have attended including the speakers and moderators.  

A full agenda of the event can be found here and the event’s presentations can be accessed 
here. A full recording of the event in Greek can be viewed here.  

The event was divided into seven sessions with presentations addressing funding 
opportunities and initiatives. The following EU-level subjects were presented and discussed: 
Horizon Europe, the Just Transition Fund, the Innovation Fund and the EU Initiative for Coal 
Regions in Transition. At national/regional level, speakers have presented the new Business 
Plan for the Region of Western Macedonia under the new Corporate Regional Development 
Pact (NSRF) 2021-2027, the Territorial Just Transition Plan (TJTP) for Western Macedonia 
and the emblematic Important Project of Common European Interest (IPCEI) “White Dragon”. 
The event closed with a Round Table discussion. 

The event has attracted significant interest from a wide range of stakeholders from the local 
community and region even before it took place. Several key actors agreed to attend and 
expressed their interest in presenting, including: the Governor and the thematic Vice-
Governors of Western Macedonia Region (the ones working on “energy transition”), 
representatives of the Ministry of the Environment and Energy, as well as the President and 
the General Director of CRES. This showed the high interest in having a fair transition out of 
coal and into clean energy for Western Macedonia, what was acknowledged to be a process 
that will take many years. 

Attendants have welcomed the comprehensive presentation of the available funding sources 
for the region’s transition and said that this had not been done previously. A speaker added 
that several coal phase out projects would start in the region during 2022, where results of 
the TRACER project would be relevant for these new consortia. It was said that the wide 
range of European funds on offer usually go to the savviest investors/applicants, and that 
efforts should be made so that it reaches stakeholders that need them most. 

One of the highlights was the presentation by the Governor of the Western Macedonia 
Region, who underlined that the energy transition was not just a matter for the region, but 
also a national issue that affects the country’s energy supply. The official coal phase out 
target by 2028 was announced by the government. This has focused minds on the region’s 
challenges: mounting unemployment, low entrepreneurship, little productivity outside of the 
coal sector and lack of innovation. The region’s Territorial Just Transition Plan was prepared 
in 2021 and the expectations were high: all job lost to be replaced by new job opportunities in 
the area. The biggest challenge expected is the limited time available to achieve this 
ambitious transition, a concern that was echoed by several other participants. The newly 
developed and comprehensive plan had helped to give partial reassurance after of years of 
uncertainty. At a technical level, the 2021 plan for Western Macedonian is to replace lignite 
by natural gas as a transition fuel and a mixture of renewables and energy efficiency 
measures. Academic institutions in Western Macedonia affirmed that the future energy mix 
should including RES, natural gas and sustainable hydrogen among others. They have also 
added that it is important to work at the national level on renewables with CRES. 

As said by several of the speakers, the combined European and national funding destined for 
the energy and social transition that will be pouring in the coming years into Western 
Macedonia will be substantial. The main challenge will be to ensure that local and regional 
stakeholders will be aware of the available funding opportunities and that they will participate 
actively.  

https://tracer-h2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TRACER-capacity-building-event-WESTERN-MACEDONIA_AGENDA.pdf
https://tracer-h2020.eu/2021/12/21/tracer-online-capacity-building-event-clean-energy-transition-of-the-region-of-western-macedonia-funding-opportunities/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VG9iOG6Pj1RtIrMFDNa4_BO37JX-MQkS
https://www.depa.gr/white-dragon-proposal-submitted-for-ipcei-hydrogen-important-projects-of-common-european-interest/?lang=en
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Key recommendations and conclusions included combining different sources of public 
funding from the EU, national, regional and municipal level. Where possible, this approach 
should also bring in private investment and innovative finance approaches (e.g. public-
private partnerships and green bonds). All this should be part of a wide transition strategy 
with clear goals. More focus was needed on capacity building for finance mobilisation, as this 
expands access to actors that are usually not able to take part in funding calls. 

3.7.  Wales, United Kingdom 

The TRACER capacity building event for Wales was held online on 1 December 2021. This 
half-day online event had the following title: “Energy transition in Wales - Commitments, 
partnerships and priorities”. The event was co-organised by STRATH, the Welsh 
Government and Cardiff University. The agenda can be seen under Annex I and all 
presentations can be accessed here. The event was not recorded. There were 50 people 
attending this event, including 13 speakers and 3 moderators. 

The morning was launched by Ed Sherriff, Welsh Government’s Deputy Director for Energy. 
As well as a planned session on future funding and support opportunities, the agenda for the 
event included sessions on: 

• A summary of the results of the TRACER stakeholder engagement process in Wales. 

Dr Liliana Fonseca of STRATH discussed the stakeholder feedback on the priorities 

for energy transition in Wales. 

• An overview on the challenges and priorities for Wales in energy transition, provided 

by Professor Richard Cowell of Cardiff University.  

• Lessons learned from successful energy R&I projects and initiatives in Wales. 

Speakers represented Marine Energy Wales (Jessica Hooper) and the ERDF-funded 

SPECIFIC project (Professor David Worsley). Developing the marine energy sector is 

a Welsh Government priority. Wales is endowed with significant resources related to 

marine energy, and Marine Energy Wales has been set up to support and promote 

the sector. SPECIFIC is a UK Innovation and Knowledge centre based in Wales, 

leading in energy technology research and demonstration, working on active 

buildings, which are designed to generate, store and release their own renewable 

energy. 

• International trends and best practice in energy transition, providing an insight into 

key EU-level trends and initiatives. Although the UK is no longer part of the EU, it is 

important for Wales to keep abreast of EU and international trends related to energy 

R&I. This was presented by Nicolas de la Vega of EUREC.  

• Regional, local and community priorities for energy transition. This session examined 

Welsh Government’s work supporting the Welsh regions in their energy strategy 

planning (Jennifer Pride of Welsh Government), Dr Michael Jenkins gave an insight 

into the work of Bridgend County Borough Council (a former coal area) on their local 

area energy plan, and Sharon James of Cardiff and Vale College included an 

intervention on the skills needed for energy transition from a local further education 

college (based in a former coal region).  

The final session on funding and support opportunities focused on support for the academic 
sector for energy R&I activities (Nick Cook of EPSRC), as well as broader opportunities for 
other sectors including from Welsh Government, from domestic funding sources (Gwion 
Williams of Welsh Government) and through participation in Horizon Europe (Baudewijn 
Morgan of Welsh Government’s Horizon Europe Unit), as well as an intervention on 
repayable funding available from the Development Bank of Wales by Robert Hunter. The 
Development Bank of Wales currently manages ERDF co-funded financial instruments 
amongst its portfolio, and the organisation itself is taking steps to lower its own carbon 
footprint.  

https://tracer-h2020.eu/2021/12/10/online-tracer-event-energy-transition-in-wales-commitments-partnerships-and-priorities/
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The event’s conclusions were drawn together by Professors Kevin Morgan (Cardiff 
University) and John Bachtler (University of Strathclyde). Two main themes running through 
the interventions were identified. The first was a need for alignment and for coordination of 
policies and practices. This includes spatial alignment, especially between the national and 
devolved governments in the UK, as achieving Net Zero will require a combination of 
reserved and devolved powers to meet targets. Within Wales, there is also a need for spatial 
alignment between Welsh Government and the four regions and their municipal partnerships. 
It will be important to work together across levels of government, across public and private 
sectors, and across borders, learning from good practice examples outside the region and 
outside the UK. The second theme was the imperative of a just and fair transition, as 
perceived fairness will be key to unlocking behavioural change. Underwriting both themes 
was the importance of skills, especially the role of further education colleges creating 
seamless pathways with universities and work-based learning.  

While there is some uncertainty on future funding due to Brexit, opportunities for support are 
available from the Welsh Government, EPSRC/UKRI, through the UK’s expected future 
association with Horizon Europe, and via repayable funding from the Development Bank of 
Wales. 

According to the organiser, very positive feedback was received on what was a full agenda, 
with interesting presentations and discussions between engaged speakers and participants. 
There has been follow up communication after the event and new contacts were made to 
work together on the issues around a Just Transition in Wales.  

3.8. Northwest Bohemia, Czechia 

The Czech University of Life Sciences Prague (CULS) has organised two separate capacity 
building events for the Czech coal region of Northwest Bohemia.   

The first Czech half-day capacity building event took place on 11 February 2020 in Ústí nad 
Labem. It had the following title: “Grant Opportunities for Municipalities and Towns". This was 
an in-person event and there were no Covid-19 sanitary restrictions yet in place. The 
presentations of individual speakers can be found under the following links: 

• Horizon 2020 TRACER project - Markéta Hendrychová;  

• RE: START - Andrea Langhammerová; 

• Grant programs of the Ministry of Industry and Trade for municipalities and regions - 
Mgr. Jan Hana;  

• National Database of Brownfields - Alena Hájková, Czech Invest;  

• Program for the regeneration of brownfields - Miroslava Tichá, 

The event brought insights into the regeneration and use of mined sites for commercial and 
non-commercial purposes. There was high interest from local and regional stakeholders - 
particularly from municipality representatives – with over 90 participants. The agenda of this 
event can be found in annex I of this document. 

Second Czech event included capacity building aspects. It took place on 21 October 2020. It 
had the title: “Research and Education Platform of the Economic and Social Council of the 
Sokolov Region”. This time, the event happened online as required by health restrictions. 

This event had five speakers and 17 online participants. Representatives from the Ministry of 
Education and from the Ministry for Regional Development have spoken at the event. Among 
the participants there were university researchers, public regional representatives and 
stakeholders from Northwest Bohemia. Key topics for discussion included the vast potential 
for hydrogen production and use in the region, recommendations from the TRACER project, 
the preparation of the region’s Operational Programme and of its Territorial Just Transition 
Plan. 

The agenda of the event can be seen in Annex I and a short description can be accessed 
here. 

 

https://businesswales.gov.wales/expertisewales/support-and-funding-businesses
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/
https://developmentbank.wales/PPC-2-business-loan-Wales?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vHn-szC9AIVFe3tCh37ig8_EAAYASAAEgJevvD_BwE
https://developmentbank.wales/PPC-2-business-loan-Wales?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vHn-szC9AIVFe3tCh37ig8_EAAYASAAEgJevvD_BwE
https://rskuk.cz/files/RSK-Dokumenty/RSK-III/11_2-Tracer.pdf
https://rskuk.cz/files/RSK-Dokumenty/RSK-III/11_2-RESTART.pdf
https://rskuk.cz/files/RSK-Dokumenty/RSK-III/11_2-Dotacni-programy-MPO.pdf
https://rskuk.cz/files/RSK-Dokumenty/RSK-III/11_2-CzechInvest.pdf
https://rskuk.cz/files/RSK-Dokumenty/RSK-III/NDP.pdf
http://www.hsr-uk.cz/vyzkumne-vzdelavaci-platforma-se-zamerila-na-potencial-pristiho-programovaciho-obdobi/
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4 Conclusions  

The capacity buildings events were well received and well attended by local and regional 
actors in the eight regions. Moreover, there were speakers from national ministries, the 
European Commission and other international organisations. This shows that the transition 
out of coal concerns all levels. The transition’s success or failure will be felt in the regions in 
question, but also further afield, impacting the national social fabric and Europe’s energy 
supply. 

This process is unique for each region, with specific challenges and opportunities that can be 
further developed. Nonetheless, there were lessons learned and experiences that have 
echoed in other regions. These were some of the key recommendations on transitioning out 
of coal: agree on a comprehensive plan for the transition and involve as many stakeholders 
as possible during its development; ensure that the plan is inclusive, also targeting less 
advantaged sectors and populations; invest on people’s skills and re-training; build up on 
existing energy expertise and infrastructure to develop clean energy; make good use of the 
newly available European instruments and have an integrated approach that also integrates 
support at national and regional level. 

The events also highlighted the need to continue developing capacity building in these 
regions. As more funding becomes available to supper a just transition out of coal, it is 
essential to continue bringing together stakeholders to create links and develop new ideas. 
Regional and national initiatives can help to do this, along with new Horizon Europe projects. 
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Annex I – Event agendas 

 

Capacity Building event in Southeast Region, Bulgaria  
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Capacity Building event in Upper Silesia, Poland 
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Capacity Building event in Jiu Valley, West region, Romania 
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Capacity Building event in the Lusatian Lignite District, Germany 
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Capacity Building event in the Kolubara Region, Serbia 

 

 

 

Capacity Building event in Western Macedonia, Greece 
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Capacity Building event in Wales, United Kingdom 
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Capacity Building events in Northwest Bohemia, Czechia 

Agenda of the first event on 11 February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 



TRACER                                                                           Report on capacity building events on European funds and programmes 

 

June 2022 26 EUREC 

 

Agenda of the second event on 21 October 2020 
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Annex II - Photos and screenshots from events 

 

Southeast Region, Bulgaria 

Photo from hybrid event venue 
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Upper Silesia, Poland 

Chair of event - Marcin Chodak (phot. P. Pacanowski) 

 

 

Elżbieta Kisiel - Head of the Team of Energy Advisors - CiscoWebex PrtScr 
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Katowice City Hall – Waldemar Bojarun - Deputy Mayor of the City of Katowice, CiscoWebex 
PrtScr 

 

 

The audience participating in the meeting during a lecture by one of the guests, CiscoWebex 
PrtScr 

 

 

TRACER rollup at the entrance of the conference room (phot. P. Pacanowski) 
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Jiu Valley, West region, Romania 

Conference venue in Petrosani, Romania. Photo taken by ISPE 

 

 

Conference venue in Petrosani, Romania. Photo taken by ISPE 

 

 

Screenshot of Zoom webinar (one out of 3 several online platforms that were used). 
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Lusatian Lignite District, Germany 

Screenshot of the Lusatian capacity building event on 7 June 2021 (by FIB) 

 

 

 

Screenshot of the Lusatian capacity building event on 7 June 2021 (by coordinator FIB) 
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Kolubara region, Serbia 

 

Picture from event at the office of ENTEL (by Jasmina Mandic Lukic)  

 

 

Picture from event at the office of ENTEL (by Jasmina Mandic Lukic)  
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Western Macedonia, Greece 

 

Screenshots from the online event (by CRES) 

 

 

Screenshots from the online event (by CRES) 
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Wales, United Kingdom 

Three Screenshots taken from the event (by Rona Michie) 

 

 



TRACER                                                                           Report on capacity building events on European funds and programmes 

 

June 2022 35 EUREC 

 

Northwest Bohemia, Czechia  

Picture from meeting room of the first Czech capacity building event on 11.02.2020 

 

 

Picture of the TRACER rollups from the first Czech capacity building event on 11.02.2020 

 

 

Screenshot from second digital event on 21.10.2020  

 


