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Introduction 

The objective of WP7 is to actively stimulate new and deepened R&I cooperation between 
coal intensive regions involved as TRACER target regions and beyond the project 
partnership to facilitate their transition to a more sustainable energy system.  

TRACER promoted contributions to R&I cooperation in the frame of Implementation Plans 
jointly developed by European countries as part of the EU’s Strategic Energy Technology 
Plan (SET Plan) and established close collaboration of the TRACER consortium with other 
on-going EU projects.  

A dedicated task on “Cooperation with European R&I projects and initiatives” created 
synergies with other existing European (and non-European) R&I projects and initiatives by 
exchange of information and results, cooperation concerning events and the mutual 
promotion of project activities. 

Cooperation with European R&I projects and initiatives 

TRACER consortium partners have initiated cooperation with the following projects and 
initiatives: 

- DECARB Interreg Europe: Supporting regions to secure sustainable development, 
economic & societal stability, and a role in the 2030 energy mix 
(https://www.interregeurope.eu/decarb/). The DECARB Interreg Europe project 
collaborated with the following TRACER target countries: UK, Romania, Bulgaria, 
Greece and Germany. Close cooperation links were established for the 
implementation activities in the target regions, e.g., joint activities, co-organisation of 
a number of events (workshops, working group meetings, etc.), joint publications, 
information exchange, linking activities in WP6 on the creation of the governance 
structure etc. The project is linked to the TRACER’s project website. This 
collaboration enhanced information sharing, and helped to avoid overlaps, thus 
delivering complementary reports. 

- The Powering Past Coal Alliance (PPCA): Coalition of national and sub-national 
governments, businesses and organisations working to advance the transition from 
unabated coal power generation to clean energy 
(https://poweringpastcoal.org/insights/just-transition). The project is linked to the 
TRACER’s project website.  

- Coal Transitions: International Research Platform on coal transition 
(https://coaltransitions.org/). WIP contacted the coordinator of the platform, and it was 
agreed to initiate synergies between the two projects. The platform agreed to publish 
the project outcomes on its website.  

- Europe Beyond Coal: the campaign was established in July 2017, with the goal of 
ensuring coal is phased out throughout Europe by 2030 at the latest (https://beyond-
coal.eu/). The project is linked to the TRACER’s project website and the coordinator 
receives publications elaborated by the initiative.  

- ENTRANCES: Energy Transitions from coal and carbon - effects on societies 

(https://entrancesproject.eu/). The project is linked to the TRACER’s project website. 

Synergies and efforts to avoid overlap and duplication have been sought at project 
level and also regional level, through communication and information sharing 
between project leads and regional partners. In addition, CRES and WIP are in 
contact with the project coordinator and communication dissemination team. STRATH 
have also been in regular communication with ENTRANCES at regional level, as 
Wales is a case study region in both projects. There have been several joint meetings 
to discuss the projects. The ENTRANCES academic expert for Wales has 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/decarb/
https://poweringpastcoal.org/insights/just-transition
https://coaltransitions.org/
https://beyond-coal.eu/
https://beyond-coal.eu/
https://entrancesproject.eu/
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participated in several TRACER events in Wales, both presenting on planned work 
under ENTRANCES activities and participating as a stakeholder.  

- CINTRAN: Carbon Intensive Regions in Transition - Unravelling the Challenges of 

Structural Change (https://coaltransitions.org/projects/cintran/). The project is linked 

to the TRACER’s project website. ISPE (TRACER project partner) participated as a 
speaker at CINTRAN event series (https://coaltransitions.org/news/?type=event) 
“Coal + Regions in Transition”, on the topic “Phase out Coal Slower or Faster? Effects 
of Russia’s War in Ukraine on the Just Transition” (23.03.2022). 

- TIPPING.plus: Enabling Positive Tipping Points towards clean-energy transitions in 
Coal and Carbon Intensive Regions (https://tipping-plus.eu/home). The project is 
linked to the TRACER’s project website.  

- Jiu Valley Initiative, the Ministry of European Funds (http://mfe.gov.ro/initiativa-valea-

jiului/): ISPE and AISVJ initiated the dialog with the initiative. In December 2019 the 

kick-off meeting for the “Strategy for the transition from coal of the Jiu Valley”, 

financed by the Structural Reform Support Service within the European Commission 

(SRSS) took place. To this aim, AISVJ and ISPE attended all online meetings (9 

workshops in May-June 2020) organised by PwC – a consultancy company 

responsible for the elaboration of the strategy for the Jiu Valley. AISVJ and ISPE 

provided input and promoted TRACER results in order to mutually share information, 

join efforts and avoid overlaps. 

- AISVJ and ISPE delivered an interview for the study “The Macroeconomics of the 
Energy Union” conducted by EC-DG Energy, being in contact with one of the 
members of the consultants’ team involved (Trinomics), at the end of September 
2020.  

- EC assistance services to all 6 Jiu Valley mayoralties through START (Secretariat’s 

Technical Assistance to Regions in Transition) coordinated by Ecorys (EC Platform 

for CRIT consultant): ISPE and AISVJ initiated and developed a close cooperation 

with START assistance in Jiu Valley, through e-mails and virtual meetings, 

contributing to START final report with three projects ideas developed also together 

with Jiu Valley SMEs Association – ACIVJ (June 2021 – January 2022). 

- AISVJ and ISPE cooperated with Frankfurt School of Finance & Management, as part 

of the AARC consortium, for the preparation of the TJTP in Hunedoara, under SRSP 

(Structural Reform Support Programme) from DG-Reform, by sharing knowledge from 

TRACER project while participating online and in person at stakeholders’ 

consultations in 2021. 

- ENTEL collaborated with the EU funded project “Quality Assurance of Energy 
Efficiency Services” (QualitEE, https://qualitee.eu/, Horizon 2020 project). On 7th and 
8th May 2020, a webinar was co-organized in Serbia by the three TRACER partners 
(ENTEL as the host, the BSERC from Bulgaria and the CRES from Greece) to 
disseminate the QualitEE results to Serbian audience. Being aware of a low energy 
efficiency in Serbia, it was very important for participants to learn on the European 
experience in increasing the quality of the energy efficiency services.  

- ENTEL participated in the international conference “Energy” in Serbia (June 2021). 

TRACER results were presented with an emphasis on the Kolubara coal region. At 

the same conference the results of the STRIDE project (Improved energy planning of 

Smart Grid concepts in the Danube Region https://www.interreg-danube.eu/stride, 

Interreg Danube Transnational Programme), were announced by partner from Bosnia 

and Herzegovina. So, on that occasion, information was exchanged regarding both 

projects.  

https://coaltransitions.org/projects/cintran/
https://coaltransitions.org/news/?type=event
https://tipping-plus.eu/home
http://mfe.gov.ro/initiativa-valea-jiului/
http://mfe.gov.ro/initiativa-valea-jiului/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/eu-coal-regions/secretariat-technical-assistance-regions-transition-start_it#jiu-valley-romania
https://mfe.gov.ro/mecanismul-pentru-o-tranzitie-justa/
https://qualitee.eu/
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- Ms. Mihaela Dineva, a member of TRACER team at BSERC, is a member of the 

Working Group of CoalTech2051 project (https://coaltech2051.eu/), supported by the 

EU Research Fund for Coal and Steel (RFCS). 

- TRACER (represented by BSERC) and “Regions and Municipalities for a Just 
Transition” (an EUKI-funded project, https://regionsbeyondcoal.eu/) partnered in the 
organization of the “4th Forum of Mayors on Just Transition” (a large international 
event) on 29th -30th September in Stara Zagora, Bulgaria. 

- Collaboration between BSERC and PwC (the contractor of DG Reform in Bulgaria) 
enabled the integration of TRACER outcomes into the PwC’s work supporting the 
development of the Territorial Just Transition Plan of Stara Zagora, Bulgaria. 

- TRACER project participated at the clustering event (12-13 November 2020) on the 

coal regions in transition, organised by the EC. 

- EU-funded projects in Wales (e.g., FLEXIS, SPECIFIC) have been included in 

TRACER regional engagement activities such as TRACER study tour in 2019 in 

Wales, and representatives of these projects have also been included in the interview 

program under WP5. Project representatives also participated in the WP4 and WP5 

workshops in Wales and are part of the ongoing cross-stakeholder group on skills for 

Decarbonisation and Energy Transition.  

- WIP (Dr: Rainer Janssen) established cooperation links with the SMARTSPEND 
project (http://smartspend.eu/). The project was finalised in 2021.  

- WIP (Dr Rainer Janssen) was a member of the Alternative Renewable Transport 

(ART) Fuels Forum funded by the European Commission, DG Energy until the end of 

2020. TRACER activities and results were shared with members of ART Fuel Forum 

working groups at meetings on 10-11 February 2020 and 2-9 November 2020. 

- WIP is member of the Renewable Heating and Cooling ETIP which is chaired by Mr. 
Dominik Rutz. TRACER activities and results were mentioned to the members of 
RHC ETIP on the occasion of platform steering committee meetings, and the 
conference 100% Renewable Heating and Cooling for a Sustainable Future on 28 
October 2019 in Helsinki and on 15 October 2020 on-line. 

- WIP (Dr. Rainer Janssen) is member of the European Technology and Innovation 
Platform (ETIP) on Bioenergy. TRACER activities and results were shared with 
members of ETIP Bioenergy at the stakeholder plenary meeting on 20-21 November 
2019 and at (on-line) meetings of the platform group on policy and sustainability 
during 2020 to 2022. 

- WIP established contacts with the EU project TRIM4Post-Mining which brings 
together a consortium of European experts from industry and academia to develop an 
integrated information modelling system (https://trim4postmining.com/).This is 
designed to support decision making and planning during the transition from coal 
exploitation to a re-vitalized post-mining landscape enabling infrastructure 
development for agricultural and industrial utilization, and also to contribute to recover 
energy and materials from coal mining dumps. WIP (Mrs. Rita Mergner) had a 
bilateral (on-line) meeting with the coordinator of the project to discuss collaboration 
opportunities. In addition, the coordinator of the TRIM4Post-Mining project was 
invited to attend the TRACER study tour in the Jiu Valley, Romania (March 2022) and 
TRACER final events in Brussels.  

- WIP (Mrs. Rita Mergner) established contacts with the LIFE project in Hungary on just 
transition (https://igazsagosatmenet.eu/en/home-2/).The overall objective of the 

project is to enhance the successful implementation of the Hungarian National 
Energy and Climate Plan (NECP), with special emphasis on the decarbonisation and 
sustainable, just transition of the Mátra Power Plant and its region. A delegation from 
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Hungary (10 participants) attended the TRACER study tour in the Jiu Valley, 
Romania (March 2022). In addition, it is planned that the coordinator of the project will 
join TRACER final events in Brussels (September 2022). AISVJ attended the 
international conference organised by the LIFE project in Hungary (24-27 May 2022) 
and presented presented the TRACER project as well as coal transition process in 
the Jiu Valley.  

- POHO2030 (Post mining landscape; http://www.poho2030.com/): a project in Czech 
Republic on the transition in one of the coal regions. It is connected with Ostrava-
Karvina mining area (underground mining of black coal). CULS and UK established 
close cooperation links with this project.  

- Hydrogen Platform of the Ústí Region. TRACER project was presented on several 
meetings of the platform.  

- Economic and Social Council of the Ústí Region (ESCUR): ongoing communication 
with TRACER project representatives in the field of regional development and 
transition topics including participation of social partners and regional authority 
representatives; providing questionnaires related to the transition topics to the 
members of the ESCUR. 

- Business Forum of the Ústí Region 2021 – participation on preparation and 
implementation of large business event in the Ústí Region (event reaching up to 500 
people). Within the programme the strategic transition projects were introduced. 
Finally, there was a workshop dedicated to the development of the Czech-German 
cooperation in the hydrogen field. 

- Facilitation of the project consortium for the preparation of the “Energy Mass” project, 
a special project related to the potential of biomass as part of the recultivation 
processes of the post-mining areas (submitted to the call of the Technology Agency 
of the Czech Republic). The project was not granted, but the activities of the 
consortium are working on new cooperation opportunities.  

- Cooperation of TRACER representatives on the preparation of possible future usage 
of the post-mining sites as part of the ongoing communication with the 
representatives of “Sev.en Energy” mining company in Czech Republic. 

- Preparation of integrated strategic project Green Mine (prepared for funding under the 
Just Transition Fund in Czech Republic) 

- A number of CRES representatives (Dr. Charalampos Malamatenios was among the 
group of representatives), participated in a consultation meeting that took place in 
CRES premises, in June 2019 with a number of representatives of the World Bank 
Group (Jonathan Walters - World Bank Consultant and Oxford Institute of Energy 
Studies & Nick Frydas, Senior Energy Specialist, International Finance Corporation 
(IFE) World Bank Group). The scope of the meeting was that the representatives of 
the World Bank consult CRES experts on the status of the coal phase-out procedure 
in Western Macedonia Region (e.g., on topics like the rehabilitation of lands, but also 
the exploitation of the facilities of the former electricity plant units for various 
innovative uses in the post-lignite era), in order to be able to elaborate a Roadmap for 
a Managed Transition of Coal-Dependent Regions in Western Macedonia. The was 
held in the frame of a visit of World Bank’s experts while carrying out a study (as a 
“stakeholder consultation” process) in the framework of the project “A Just Transition 
for All: Preparing for a managed transition of coal-dependent regions in Western 
Macedonia, Greece”, funded by the European Commission, through the Structural 
Reform Support Programme (SRSP). 

- UAK (Poland) established contacts with grants implemented under the Horizon 2020 
programs: ENTRANCES (Energy Transition from Coal end Carbon: Effect on 
Societies) and CINTARAN (Coal Transitions). 
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- On 7th December 2020 the UAK team representing the Upper Silesia region in the 
TRACER project organised an online meeting, which briefly presented the TRACER 
project and its goals, as well as the implementation team. The CINTRAN and 
ENTRANCES projects were also presented. The representative of the CINTRAN 
project was Mr. Aleksander Śniegocki (Wise-Europa). The ENTRANCES 
representative group was reprezented by Lidia Gawlik and Tomasz Mirowski, 
Dominik Kryzia, Monika Pepłowska, Aleksandra Komorowska (PAN) and Wojciech 
Kowalik (AGH, Department of Organizational Management, Human Resources and 
Economic Law). In the discussion it was stated that some work packages are 
overlapping and the main common goal is to develop different scenarios for the 
success of the transformation, putting emphasis on the social side.  

- On 19th January 2021 an online meeting with representatives of the PwC group was 
held. PwC is implementing a project to support the Dolnośląskie, Śląskie and 
Wielkopolskie regions in the development of Territorial Just Transition Plans. The 
purpose of the meeting was to exchange information on the activities implemented by 
PwC and TRACER project and establish cooperation links.  

Conclusion  

Based on established collaboration contacts, TRACER partners will continue cooperating 
with different R&I projects and initiatives. TRACER results will be shared with stakeholders 
engaged in the implementation of the European Strategic Energy Technology (SET) Plan, 
such as decision-makers (on European and Member State level), industry representatives 
and researchers. 

Selected targeted activities will be followed-up by TRACER consortium members beyond the 
project duration (beyond September 2022). Finally, relevant stakeholders were invited to join 
the final TRACER events, namely the TRACER Final Policy Conference and the TRACER 
Investors Workshop taking place on 20-21 September 2022 in Brussels, Belgium.  


